Medina County has a Prairie                                                                                                      By: Linda K. Schneider, Education Coordinator                                                                                                                   Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District

Monarch butterflies are in trouble, but did you know that all native pollinators are in trouble: bees, butterflies, moths, skippers, flies, beetles and hummingbirds. Pollinators do important work by providing our food. Pollinators help produce food including apples, peaches, pears, blueberries, tomatoes, squash and more. Over 150 food crops in the US depend on pollinators, as do your garden plants. That is one good reason to turn lawns into wildflower meadows. Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District did just that. Build it and they will come, pollinators and people.
Let us focus on the positive – give pollinators a home so our next generations can share in the wonder of these small creatures. Children can see them up close on this site. 
Medina County Prairie Pollinator Habitat is open for visitors from dawn till dusk. Located next to Medina County Home on Route 162. This field of walking paths, native wildflowers and native grasses has inspired positive comments, “I haven’t seen wildflowers like these since my childhood!” One young mother brought her infant for a photo shoot in the low growing asters. Her comment, “This is perfect!”
Ohio historically had some prairie lands near its western border. There are now only a few prairie areas in the region. This 3-acre property provides a special glimpse at native wildflowers, native grasses and native pollinators. Specially chosen trees and wildflower mixes were used for bees and host plants for butterflies. More than 100 native trees and shrubs have been planted by volunteers around the pond and on the eastern edge. 
County-wide designation
The pollinator initiative has gained traction in Medina County. Over 400 residents planted gardens for butterflies, bees and hummingbirds. Farmers have planted prairie strips or pollinator patches. The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) certified Medina County as a Community Wildlife Habitat, becoming the first county in Ohio with this certification. View our profile at www.nwf.org/communitywildlifehabitat
Please join this “community” effort by first planting a butterfly garden and secondly, certifying it with NWF to be counted in the “community.” www.nwf.org/garden-for-wildlife 
What does this accomplish? 
One large plot of wildflowers is not enough. That’s why Medina County’s focus is building a corridor for butterflies. This will help them as they move across the lands to find food, water, shelter and safe places for their young.  Butterflies need nectar plants and caterpillars need host plants. A host plant is a specific plant with the leaves that caterpillars eat to grow, like milkweed. Plan a butterfly garden at your house, then ask neighbors and church groups to do the same.  View video: “How to make a butterfly garden” https://youtu.be/O8TFkM2xOvU
Award
Medina SWCD was recently awarded a grant of $1500 from Western Reserve Land Conservancy and Dominion Energy to purchase educational interpretive signs. This turns this prairie into an outdoor classroom. Four stations will be established: stormwater management, value of trees, rain gardens and the interlocking connection of native plants/pollinators. 
Take a Nature Break
People want to get outside to explore nature for the mental and physical benefits. How can you use the prairie? Introduce children to a close up view of pollinators. Watch the prairie change over the next few years as pollinators return to drink nectar from the native plants. Bring cameras and phones to take photos and videos. Identify them on iNaturalist app. Send them to Medina County SWCD to share on Facebook.  
This first season, visitors saw and photographed many pollinators and other wildlife. Including: native bees, bumble bees, skippers, clearwing moths, luna moths, monarch butterflies and caterpillars, deer, frogs, tree frogs, toads and rabbits. More pollinators will come each year as this habitat matures. Different perennial flowers will bloom to attract more species of native pollinators. 
We know how important it is to get outside, especially during these crazy times. Public assess has been granted by the Medina County Commissioners. Fall is a great time to take a nature break, visit this newly established, Medina County Prairie Pollinator Habitat. Also, tour the native plant gardens surrounding the building. 
Thank you
Medina County SWCD did not do this project alone. We wish to publicly thank the Medina County Commissioners, donors, team of volunteers, partners and grantors for the show of support towards this project. All who generously donated time and money see the value of getting outdoors and helping pollinators in trouble.
Partners
Project partners include: Medina County Commissioners, Medina County SWCD, Medina County Park District, Medina County Building Maintenance Department, Medina County Highway Department, USDA/NRCS and National Wildlife Federation.
Watch this wildlife habitat come to life! For information: Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District 330-722-9322 www.medinaswcd.org
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